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INSPIRED BY DARWIN, BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Calling all
Shropshire
Young Thinkers
Competition
Pack

Do you have ONE great idea that
could change the world?
If so we want to hear from you!
University Centre Shrewsbury and Morris & Company have joined
together to find Shropshire’s greatest young thinkers of 2018 in a
creative and simple competition.
One of the world’s greatest thinkers, Charles Darwin, grew up in
Shrewsbury so it is only fitting that young Shropshire talent comes
up with the next big idea!
All you need to do to enter this simple competition is to tell us how
you would change the world in ONE great idea. Something you
passionately believe in.
There is no right or wrong answer. It could be about science,
technology, health, happiness or anything else you believe could
change the world for the better. It is your ability to persuade our
judging panel that your idea is the greatest that will win you the
prize.

Win a fantastic prize.
7-11 years

A “Dino Snores” sleepover experience inside London’s Natural
History Museum

12-17 years

The latest GoPro Hero5 Action Camera

18-21 years

Virgin Balloon Ride with friend and bubbles

Plus a £250 prize for your school, college or university.

About the competition
As a long-established Shropshire business (since
1869!) employing more than 700 people, we at
Morris & Company are keen to help nurture and
support the next generation of game changers
within our county.
A partnership between the University of Chester
and Shropshire Council, University Centre Shrewsbury (UCS) is
a distinctive institution, focused on high-quality teaching and
research, fostering enterprise and contributing to the community.
With courses including Genetics and Evolution, everyone at UCS is
honoured to be establishing a Higher Education Institution in the
birthplace of Darwin and be part of new opportunities to encourage
innovation.
Together, this competition helps us to build links between business
and education and more importantly celebrate all the enthusiastic
and creative young thinkers who live here.
Darwin was born, educated and grew up in Shrewsbury. Shropshire
inspired his early brilliant thinking so it seems perfectly fitting that
the town celebrates his birthday by staging our greatest
ever Darwin Festival in February 2018.
This competition kicks off
some of the new and
exciting ideas which will
bring the town and Darwin’s
great legacy to life.
The competition is open
to all young Salopians from 7 to 21 with the
energy and enthusiasm to inspire us all with their
ideas.

Good luck, be brave, think BIG!

Prizes
•
•
•
•
•

Coveted title of Shropshire Young Thinker 2018
Trophy
7-11 Night in the Museum Sleepover
12-17 GoPro Hero5 Action Camera
18-21 Virgin Balloon Ride over Shrewsbury

If you are currently enrolled in a school, college or university,
they also receive a £250 prize.

Application
Please complete the separate Entry Form and email your
submission to us at youngthinkers@morrisandco.com, or post
it: Shropshire Young Thinkers, Morris & Company, Welsh Bridge,
Shrewsbury SY3 8LH.
If you have any queries please contact us at
youngthinkers@morrisandco.com and we will be pleased to help.
Please stick to the word limit for your age group.
Deadline for entries is 30th November 2017.
Accompanying images and all video is welcome but not essential
for all age ranges. For the 7-11 age range, a diagram or illustration is
recommended.
Judging
Our prestigious judging panel comprises:
Professor Anna Sutton
University Centre Shrewsbury Provost
Robin Morris
Morris & Company Chairman
Professor Deborah Wynne
Programme Leader for English at University Centre Shrewsbury
Evyn Woodhouse
Growing Confidence Project Participant, Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Isabel Thomas
Science Writer and Author. Shortlisted for the Royal Society
Young People’s Book Prize 2016
The competition will be judged in two parts, the first stage of the
competition is the written submission from which three finalists will
be shortlisted from each category.
The second part is the reading event where finalists or a
represenative nominated by finalists will read their submissions in
front of invited guests (including family and friends) and the judging
panel. At this event members of the judging panel will announce
one winner from each category with a prize presentation ceremony.
The reading event will take place at University Centre Shrewsbury,
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay SY3 8HQ on 8th February 2018 at 6pm.
Timings
Competition opens: 14th September 2017
Deadline for entries: 30th November 2017
Announcement of finalists: 10th January 2018
Final reading event/winners announced: 8th February 2018

Entry requirements and
conditions of entry
1.

All entrants must be aged between 7 – 21 years on 30th 			
November 2017

2.

Entrants must live in Shropshire or be educated in Shropshire

3.

Submissions to be made via email (or post if preferred) to the 		
following word counts:

		
		
		

7-11 years: up to 350 words
12-17 years: up to 700 words
18-21 years: up to 1000 words

4.

Submissions to be sent to youngthinkers@morrisandco.com
with subject header “Shropshire Young Thinkers” or addressed
to: Shropshire Young Thinkers, Morris & Company,
Welsh Bridge, Shrewsbury, SY3 8LH

5.

Submissions must be received by 30th November 2017

6.

All submissions will be acknowledged and shortlisted entries 		
notified by email

7.

Submissions must be in English

8.

The judges’ decision is final

9.

Shortlisted candidates must respond by Friday 19th January 		
2018 to confirm attendance at the final reading event, or
another finalist will be chosen

10. All finalists/winners are required to take part in promotional
activity relating to the event
11.

All entries must be authentic and Morris & Company and 		
University Centre Shrewsbury reserve the right to publish 		
submitted material

12.

Employees of Morris & Company and University Centre 			
Shrewsbury are not eligible to enter

Good luck, be brave, think BIG!

