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INSPIRED BY DARWIN, BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Calling all
Shropshire
Young Thinkers
2019 Competition Pack

Where would you travel with
Charles Darwin?
Morris & Company and University Centre Shrewsbury (UCS) have once again
joined together to challenge Shropshire’s greatest young thinkers with its 2019
Darwin-inspired creative competition.
This follows on from the success of last year’s ‘one great idea to change the
world’ competition with hundreds of youngsters across the county taking
part and some stunning ideas and inventions making the big Finals event. This
took place during the town’s Darwin’s Birthday celebrations in February – proving
that young people from Darwin’s birthplace are full of the very best ideas.
This year, the theme is ‘Dear Darwin’.
All you need to do to enter is write a letter to the great man himself inviting him
to accompany you on a special journey – anywhere in the past, present or future,
in the real world or an imaginary place somewhere else.
There really is no right or wrong answer. It is just where your imagination takes
you – and him – and why you want to go there. It is your ability to persuade our
judging panel that your idea is the greatest that will win you the prize.

Win a fantastic prize
7-10 years
A magical experience at Windsor’s Legoland including travel and during the
School holidays for you and your parents plus your best friend

11-13 years
A spectacular experience with a helicopter flight for you and a guardian

14-16 years
The very latest in virtual reality with a pair of the new OCULUS
Go VR goggles

Entry limited
only by your own
imagination!

About this year’s competition:
Dear Darwin
After last year’s phenomenal response to our competition and the hundreds
of entries we received, it was an easy decision to once again lay down our
challenge to the young people of Shropshire, to enter our 2019 Darwininspired competition. Morris & Company and University Centre Shrewsbury are
delighted to be working together to invite you to take part – so fire up your
imaginations and win some great prizes.
Morris & Company:
We will be celebrating 150 years of our business within Shropshire in 2019 and
championing young people is a key theme within our company. What better
way to kick off our celebrations than with another Young Thinkers’ competition?
We are keen to nurture and support the next generation of young thinkers in our
county and we need YOU to show us just how inspirational you are.
University Centre Shrewsbury:
As this competition is launched, we are thrilled to be hosting the Inaugural
University Centre Shrewsbury Graduation Ceremony where our first cohort
of students will enjoy a memorable occasion marking their academic
achievements with us here in Shrewsbury. Encouraging and supporting young
thinkers to use their imaginations is, we believe, vital to paving the way for the
students of tomorrow. As such we are excited and proud to be staging this
second competition.
Together, this competition helps us to build links between business and
education and more importantly celebrate all the enthusiastic and creative
young thinkers who live here.
Darwin was born, educated and grew up in Shrewsbury. Shropshire inspired his
early brilliant thinking so it seems perfectly fitting that the town celebrates his
birthday by staging an even bigger and brighter Darwin Festival in February
2019 – and the Finals of this competition will be the very first event.
The competition is open to all young Salopians from 7 to 16 with the ideas and
enthusiasm to inspire us all with their creativity.

Entry limited
only by your own
imagination!

Prizes
•
•
•
•
•

Coveted title of Shropshire Young Thinker 2019
A Trophy
7-10 Day tickets to Legoland for 4 people
11-13 Helicopter Flight experience
14-16 Oculus GO Virtuality Goggles

Application
Please complete the separate Entry Form and email your submission to us at
youngthinkers@morrisandco.com, or post it: ShropshireYoung Thinkers, Morris
& Company, Welsh Bridge, Shrewsbury SY3 8LH.
If you have any queries please contact us at youngthinkers@morrisandco.com
and we will be pleased to help.
Please stick to the word limit for your age group.
Deadline for entries is the 30th November 2018.
Accompanying images and all video is welcome but not essential for all age
ranges. For the 7-10 age range, a diagram or illustration is recommended.
The 2018 Judging Panel
Jake Evans
Professional storyteller and winner of the U18 ‘National Young Storyteller of
the Year’
Professor Anna Sutton
University Centre Shrewsbury Provost
Robin Morris
Morris & Company Director
The competition will be judged in two parts with the Finals then held on
February 8th at University Centre Shrewsbury.

First stage : Judges will study all written submissions and shortlist six"
finalists from each category.
Second Stage : The finalists will all be offered the chance to promote their"
entry with a ‘live’ reading of their letter.

The Final : Judging event will take place at University Centre Shrewsbury,"
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay SY3 8HQ on 8th February 2019 at 6pm.
Timings
Competition opens: 17th September 2018
Deadline for entries: 30th November 2018
Announcement of finalists: 11th December 2018
Final Judging: 8th February 2019

Entry limited
only by your own
imagination!

Entry requirements and
conditions of entry
1.

All entrants must be aged between 7 – 16 years on 30th November 2018

2.

Submissions to be made via email (or post if preferred). The following
word counts are guideline rather than mandatory. Please add any other
supporting materials such as video, imagery or drawings you feel help
your entry. Again, it is not essential to include the above:
7-10 years: up to 350 words
11-13 years: up to 700 words
14-16 years: up to 1000 words

3.

Submissions to be sent to youngthinkers@morrisandco.com
with subject header “Shropshire Young Thinkers Entry” or addressed
to: Shropshire Young Thinkers, Morris & Company,
Welsh Bridge, Shrewsbury, SY3 8LH

4.

Submissions must be received by 30th November 2018

5.

All submissions will be acknowledged and shortlisted entries
notified by email

6.

Submissions must be in English

7.

The judges’ decision is final

8.

Shortlisted candidates must respond by Friday 18th January 2019 to
confirm attendance at the final judging event, or another finalist will
be chosen

9.

All finalists/winners are required to take part in promotional activity
relating to the event

10. All entries must be authentic and Morris & Company and University Centre
Shrewsbury reserve the right to publish submitted material

Entry limited
only by your own
imagination!

